
2023 Native Plant Symposium 
in partnership with the Garden Club of Georgia 

Wednesday, February 22 

9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

Porcelain and Decorative Arts Museum 
 

Growing and protecting native plants are important for many reasons: they celebrate our state and 

region, they are well suited to our region’s growing conditions and they are the foundation of the 

complex ecosystem that supports insects, birds, reptiles, amphibians and mammals. Native plants can 

be tough, beautiful plants for your home landscape as well as delicate harbingers of the changing 

seasons. Join us this year as we explore native ecosystems through the eyes of artists whose creations 

showcase the richness of the natural world and communicate the beauty of our region’s unique flora. 
 

Program Agenda 
 

9-9:15  Welcome & Announcements 
Jenny Cruse-Sanders, PhD, director, State Botanical Garden of Georgia 

Peggy Tucker, president, Garden Club of Georgia 
 

9:15-10:30 Plant Conservation in Georgia and Our Dire Need to Engage Hearts and Minds 
Jennifer Ceska, conservation coordinator, State Botanical Garden of Georgia 

 

Georgia, her people, plants and animals, soils and waters are standing at a crossroads. 

There is urgency on behalf of all of Georgia’s natural resources in which decisions we 

make - and not just at agency or legislative levels - but decisions in our daily lives. 

Conservation professionals and scientists agree that for many species in the southeast, 

20 years may be too late as many are on the edge of disappearing on our watch. 

Jennifer will share stories of the current challenges plant conservation faces in Georgia, 

the opportunities and partners that are in place to help and the serious need to think 

outside all “boxes” to help people “see” plants to better understand their diversity, 

ecosystem roles and environmental pressures. Science needs the arts to help engage 

both hearts and minds to tell these stories in impactful ways. Plant conservation efforts 

welcome this convergence to help protect species at risk of imminent disappearance. 
 

10:30-10:45 What’s for Sale at the Plant Sale? 
  horticulture & conservation departments, State Botanical Garden of Georgia 
 

10:45-11 Break & Plant Sale 
 

11-11:45 A Painter’s Grassland Journey 
Philip Juras, artist 

 

With the lushly-forested Southeast as his point of reference, it has been a true journey of 

discovery for Athens-based artist Philip Juras to step into the rich ecology, gorgeous 

aesthetics and fascinating history of native grasslands. Philip will share paintings from his 

three-decade long journey exploring balds, barrens, dunes, glades, savannas and 

prairies from both the Southeast and the upper Midwest, USA. Through all of these 

settings, his paintings celebrate the rich botanical and aesthetic qualities of grasslands 

while also highlighting that these lost and forgotten ecosystems deserve our attention. 
 

11:45-12:15 Nature as Design Palette + Inspiration  
Cameron Berglund, designer & artist, lecturer, UGA College of Environment & Design 



 

Cameron Berglund’s diverse work spans art, engineering and sculpture through both 

functional environments and plein-air pieces. Over the course of his career, native flora 

and landscapes have been the inspiration for many of his award-winning designs and 

creative works. This presentation will outline Cameron’s work with the Alice H. Richards 

Children’s Garden and his pursuit of on-site sketching as means to connect with and 

appreciate the world.    
 

12:30-1:45 Lunch & Certificate in Native Plants Graduation Ceremony 
 Terrace room, Garden Club of Georgia Headquarters 
 

1:10-1:40 Art Demonstration or Tour 
Porcelain and Decorative Arts Museum 

 
Art Demonstration: Join Cameron as he sketches and paints a Georgia native 

plant in his unique multi-media style. 

 

Guided Tour: Join garden staff and volunteers for a guided tour.  
 

1:45 – 2:30  Layering Nature & Art 
Kevin Burke, director of design, Atlanta BeltLine, Inc. 

Brian Williams, urban forestry director, Trees Atlanta 
 

This presentation will provide an overview of the Atlanta BeltLine project including 

designs, plantings, trail enhancements and public art displays. Kevin will introduce the 

basic design typologies that set the stage for meadow plantings and the Linear 

Arboretum. Brian will speak to several BeltLine spaces that enhance those outside the 

trail envelope and future transit corridor. Their talk will conclude with an overview of the 

“Art on The Atlanta BeltLine” program - the southeast’s largest temporary art installation. 
 

2:30-2:35 Break 
 

2:35-3:30  Avant Gardener: A Creative Exploration of Imperiled Species 

Lisa D. Watson, artist and owner, Plan It Green Design, LLC 
 

Lisa Watson has documented endangered, threatened and rare plants with the help of 

biologists, rangers and volunteers from the Georgia Plant Conservation Alliance, The 

Nature Conservancy, The Key West Garden Club, The Key Deer Wildlife Refuge, Longleaf 

Alliance and regional naturalists. Her touring exhibition, Avant Gardener: A Creative 

Exploration of Imperiled Species explores how loss of habitat, sprawl, chemical spraying, 

invasive exotic species and poachers are changing native habitats into unhealthy and 

unsustainable lands. Lisa’s presentation will describe how fragile flora and fauna have 

found its way into her eco-conscious artwork and exhibition projects. 
 

3:30  Closing Remarks & Adjourn  

 

 

 

 

 



Speaker Biographies 
 

Cameron Berglund is a lecturer at UGA’s College of Environment and Design as well as the owner of 

the design firm Berglund Studio. Through design, illustration, education and art, Cameron has practiced 

landscape architecture and taught since 2005. Along with practicing design and teaching, he brings 

a unique skillset as an artist and architectural illustrator. As an active member of the American Society 

of Architectural Illustration, Cameron works with domestic and international design firms to help 

visualize both their architecture and landscape architecture projects. Additionally, he employs his skills 

of plein-air sketching and watercolor to explore natural and man-made environments.  
 

Kevin Burke is the director of design for Atlanta BeltLine Inc. (ABI) and has 41 years of experience on a 

plethora of institutional, roadway, university, residential, multi-use trail and park projects. He 

coordinates design for all public open spaces and serves as the chair of the ABI Design Review 

Committee. He implemented the requirement that all ABI park projects initiated since 2018 will be SITES 

certified, and was the organizer of ABI’s Organic Land Care Symposium. Mr. Burke has a Bachelor’s of 

Landscape Architecture degree from Utah State University and in 2019 became a Fellow of the 

American Society of Landscape Architects. 
 

Jennifer Ceska is a public service and outreach faculty at the University of Georgia and has served 

since 1995 as the State Botanical Garden of Georgia’s conservation coordinator. She received her 

master’s at UGA in horticulture with an emphasis on plant conservation. Her specialty is creating 

project-driven professional networks and facilitating projects for endangered species recovery. She 

has consulted with 14 states in developing their own conservation networks. Jennifer serves as project 

manager for the Georgia Plant Conservation Alliance, coordinating over 60 organizations contributing 

recovery actions to 114 critically imperiled plant species in Georgia. 
 

Philip Juras is a landscape painter whose works have been exhibited at the Telfair, Morris and Marietta-

Cobb museums in Georgia as well as the Illinois State Museum and Chicago Botanic Garden in Illinois. 

He has published three books in conjunction with those exhibits and has been the featured speaker at 

numerous events. He holds degrees in fine art and landscape architecture from the University of 

Georgia and volunteers as a wildland firefighter type 2, or “ecoburner,” with the Georgia Department 

of Natural Resources and The Nature Conservancy. 
 

Lisa D. Watson is a Georgia-based artist and gardener whose environmental concerns are expressed 

in each project. She has used recycled objects as her medium for over 25 years and continually works 

towards a fully sustainable practice. Her work has been exhibited nationally in solo exhibitions: 

Interurban, Brassworks, Montclair, NJ; Right to Vote, Pop-Up, Los Angeles, CA; Deer Humans, The Studios 

of Key West, FL; Cemento Armato, Florence County Museum, SC; and Avanguardia, Telfair Museum's 

Jepson Center, Savannah, GA. She earned a Bachelor of Fine Arts from the Columbus College of Art 

& Design, Ohio and a Certificate of Interior Design from LTU in Chatsworth, California. Lisa works out of 

her Savannah studio and lives with her husband, Don, along with three rescued cats and a Shih Tzu. 
 

Brian Williams has 14 years of career experience in urban ecology and has been the director of Urban 

Forestry programs at Trees Atlanta since 2018. His experience includes riparian restoration, prescribed 

grazing, volunteer coordination, pesticide application and project management across a range of 

greenspace and conservation sites in metro Atlanta. He has managed the planting and restoration of 

native landscapes on the BeltLine corridor since 2012. Brian is a graduate of Emory University and is an 

ISA-Certified Arborist. 


