
Certificate in Native Plants - 2026 Schedule 
CORE COURSES 
March Plant Taxonomy: The Identities of Plants 

July Natural Communities of Georgia 

August Plant Conservation: Protecting Plant Diversity 

Oct. / Nov. Basic Botany: Fundamentals of Plant Biology 

ELECTIVES 
Feb. 7 Winter Tree Identification 

Feb. 13 Native Plant Propagation 

Feb. 25 Native Plant Symposium 

Mar. 7 Soils of the Georgia Piedmont and Beyond 

Mar. 21 Spring Wildflowers of Upland Deciduous Forests of Georgia 

Apr. 1 Spring Wildflowers of the Granite Outcrops of Georgia 

Apr. 18 Entomology for Gardeners: Identifying & Understanding Common Backyard Arthropods 

May 7 Ethnobotany of Native Plants: Through the Eyes of Native Americans 

May 9 Native Ferns of North Georgia 

May 30 Introduction to Graminoid ID 

Jun. 5 Our Native Pollinators 

Jun. 6 Carnivorous Plants of the Southeast US 

Jun. 13 Advanced Native Ferns of North Georgia 

Jun. 16 Insect Pollinators in Our Gardens 

Jun. 27 Summer Tree Identification 

Aug. 14 Connect to Protect Leadership Workshop 

Sep. 3 Ethnobotany of Native Plants: Through the Eyes of Native Americans 

Sep. 12 Fall Wildflowers of the Georgia Piedmont 

Sep. 18 Fall Wildflowers of the Granite Outcrops of Georgia 

Sep. 19 Monarchs & Beyond: Pollinator Stewardship 

Sep. 26 Between the Tides: Salt Marsh Plant Ecology 

Oct. 3 Plants We Love to Hate: Identifying and Controlling Non-native Invasive Pest Plants 

Oct. 10 Fungal Ecology and Diversity: The Fascinating World of Fungi 

Oct. 17 Warm-Season Grasses of the Georgia Piedmont 

Oct. 24 Grow Your Own Prairie in North Georgia 

Nov. 14 Invasive Plant Control Strategies, Techniques, Tips, Tricks and Tools! 

Please note that this schedule is subject to change. 
For more information, email: sbgeduc@uga.edu 

mailto:sbgeduc@uga.edu


--------------------------CORE COURSES--------------------------- 

Plant Taxonomy: The Identities of Plants 
Online course content available Mar. 4 
Saturday, Mar. 28, 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. or 1 – 3 p.m. lab session 
Monday, Mar. 30, 6 – 8 p.m. Zoom lab session 
Tuesday, Mar. 31, 6 – 7 p.m. Zoom Q&A 
Sabrina Sewell, botanist 
Virtual/Hybrid program 
https://t.uga.edu/6Pa 

Taxonomy is the fundamental branch of science that names and classifies all elements of the world around us, including living 
things. A plant taxonomist specializes in determining groupings, relationships, and ultimately, the names and identities of 
plants. This process utilizes pertinent data such as phylogenetics, phytogeography, and phenology, but most essentially, plant 
morphology: the forms of plant parts. In this multi-session virtual course, students will focus upon these diverse morphological 
characteristics of plants (descriptors of leaves, flowers, roots, etc.) and their utility in investigating unknown plants. Students 
will also survey the history, principles and practices of plant taxonomy as a discipline and be guided through the process of 
plant identification via dichotomous keys. It is recommended, but not necessary, that students take Basic Botany before this 
class. 

Course Learning Objectives: 
• History of plant taxonomy
• Botanical nomenclature
• Tools, resources, and practices
• Plant morphology and terminology
• Characteristics of selected plant families
• Use of dichotomous keys

Course Structure: 
This class consists of four elements: a series of pre-recorded introductory videos; at-home exercises exploring plant 
anatomy, collecting and dichotomous keys; an in-person lab session or virtual lab session and a wrap-up discussion session 
through Zoom. 
• Part 1 – Introductory Video Lectures – content released Mar. 4
• Part 2 – At-Home Exercises – content released Mar. 4
• Part 3 – Plant ID Lab – choice of in-person session Mar. 28; 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. or 1 – 3 p.m. OR virtual session Mar.

30; 6 – 8 p.m.
• Part 4 – Online Discussion Session – through Zoom Mar. 31; 6 – 7 p.m.

Natural Communities of Georgia 
Tuesday, Jul. 14; Thursday, Jul. 16 & Monday Jul. 20 
6 – 8 p.m. 
Melanie Flood, special project botanist, North Carolina Natural Heritage Program 
Virtual program 
https://t.uga.edu/6wl 

This course covers Georgia’s diverse natural communities and their plants, including our iconic oak-pine forests, precious 
mountain coves, prairies, high mountain summits, pitcher-plant bogs, granite outcrops and fire-dependent longleaf pine 
woodlands. We will discuss the environmental factors that influence the vegetation of natural communities, their ecology and 
how climate change affects their composition and distribution over time. Natural communities across the state – what makes 
them special and how to identify them – will be covered as part of this class. This class will be taught virtually over a period of 
several sessions. 

https://t.uga.edu/6Pa
https://t.uga.edu/6wl


Course Structure: 
This course consists of four elements: three live, online programs and a set of self-paced review exercises. 

• Part 1 - Online Class Session: Foundations of Natural Communities (2 hours) Jul. 14; 6 – 8 p.m.
• Part 2 - Online Class Session: Exploring Natural Communities (2 hours) Jul. 16; 6 – 8 p.m.
• Part 3 - Self-Paced Learning Exercises (1-2 hours of content)
• Part 4 - Online Class Session: Follow-up Q&A Session (2 hours) Jul. 20; 6 – 8 p.m.

Plant Conservation: Protecting Plant Diversity 
Saturday, Aug. 8, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Tuesday, Aug. 11, 5:30 – 7 p.m. 
Jennifer Ceska, conservation coordinator, State Botanical Garden of Georgia 
Virtual program 
https://t.uga.edu/67N 

Plant conservation is an applied science that draws upon many fields of knowledge from ecology to horticulture, to ethics and 
politics. This course surveys threats to biodiversity in Georgia and worldwide, examples of rare plant research, techniques for 
restoration and reintroduction, and ways individuals and organizations are making a difference in protecting the rare plants of 
Georgia. 

Course Learning Objectives: 
• Why plants are critically imperiled, worldwide and in Georgia
• Grasslands, understory diversity
• Legal framework around plants, wildlife, protections, vulnerabilities
• Conservation ethics, seed collecting, separating populations
• Monitoring rare plant species, field techniques and ethics

Course Structure: 
This class consists of three elements: a live, online 4-hour program, self-paced learning activities and a 1.5-hour discussion 
session. 
• Part 1 – Online Class Session (4 hours) Aug. 8; 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.
• Part 2 – Self-Paced Learning Exercises (2 hours)
• Part 3 – Follow-up Q&A Session (1.5-hour session) Aug. 11; 5:30 – 7 p.m.

Basic Botany: Fundamentals of Plant Biology 
Online course content available Oct. 14 
Saturday, Nov. 7, 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. or 1 – 3 p.m. lab session 
Tuesday, Nov. 10, 6 – 7 p.m. Zoom Q&A 
Sabrina Sewell, botanist 
Virtual/Hybrid program 
https://t.uga.edu/6lB 

Explore the biology of plants in this introduction to general plant anatomy, morphology, physiology, evolution, and 
development. This course presents the fundamental information about plants upon which other courses in the native plant 
certificate program will build, particularly Plant Taxonomy. With an emphasis on relating form to function, it surveys the origins 
of plants along with their basic forms and life processes. Students will become acquainted with plant tissues and structures, 
as well as their roles in the life of plants. 

https://t.uga.edu/67N
https://t.uga.edu/6lB


Course Learning Objectives: 
• Origins of plants and their basic groups
• Brief history and fundamentals of the science of botany
• Plant structures (internal and external) - their forms, functions and development
• Plant life cycles and reproduction
• Introduction to basic plant genetics
• Evolutionary adaptations of plants

Course Structure: 
This class consists of three elements: a series of pre-recorded introductory videos, in-person or at-home lab exercises 
exploring plant anatomy and a wrap-up discussion session through Zoom. 
• Part 1 – Introductory Video Lectures – content released Oct. 14
• Part 2 – Exploratory Lab Exercises – self-paced at home OR in-person session Nov. 7, 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. or 1 – 3

p.m.
• Part 3 – Online Discussion Session – through Zoom Nov. 10, 6 – 7 p.m.

Participants who sign up for the online lab session will be provided instructions for conducting their own activities at home. 



------------------------------ELECTIVES------------------------------ 

Winter Tree Identification 
Saturday, Feb. 7 
9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Linda Chafin, botanist 
State Botanical Garden Visitor Center, Adult Classroom 
https://t.uga.edu/7ve 

Trees may be most beautiful in the winter, when they are stripped down to their basic architecture. But can we know them 
without their leaves? In this class, students will learn the basics of identifying trees in the winter by learning about twigs, bark, 
leaf scars, fruits, and tree form. Students will learn to use a hand lens and a simple key for woody plants to identify species. 
Class time will be divided between classroom exercises and a field trip to the deciduous woods at the State Botanical Garden. 

Native Plant Propagation 
Friday, Feb. 13 
9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Emily Laske, assistant conservation horticulturist, State Botanical Garden of Georgia 
State Botanical Garden, Mimsie Lanier Center 
https://t.uga.edu/7vh 

Learn the basics of propagating native wildflowers! The class will primarily focus on how to grow native perennials from seed, 
including seed dormancy classifications and treatments, as well as germination and early life care. We will also go over and 
practice dividing perennials and- time permitting- overview and practice rooting woody cuttings. Participants will leave with 
perennial divisions as well as several types of seeds to propagate at home. Time and weather permitting, we may walk around 
the Mimsie Lanier Center to collect woody cuttings and/or herbaceous perennials to divide, so please dress for the outdoors. 

Native Plant Symposium 
Wednesday, Feb. 25 
9 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. 
Garden Club of Georgia, Terrace Room 
Fee: $80 (lunch included) 
https://t.uga.edu/6wn 

Growing and protecting native plants are important for many reasons: they celebrate our state and region, they are well suited 
to our region’s growing conditions and they are the foundation of the complex ecosystem that supports insects, birds, reptiles, 
amphibians and mammals. Native plants can be tough, beautiful plants for your home landscape as well as delicate harbingers 
of the changing seasons. Join us for this year’s Native Plant Symposium to explore the beauty of native plants. Please see the 
complete agenda on the garden’s website at: www.botgarden.uga.edu. 

Soils of the Georgia Piedmont and Beyond 
Saturday, Mar. 7 
9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Mac Callaham, research ecologist, U.S. Forest Service 
State Botanical Garden Visitor Center, Adult Classroom 
https://t.uga.edu/7vk 

In this course, we will discuss the history of our Georgia Piedmont soils, the history of public land in Georgia, and general soil 
ecology and biology. What is soil? What factors affect soil properties? These are a couple of the questions we will address in 
this class, which will include a lecture as well as a lab portion where we will explore soil in nature. Prepare to get a little dirty 
and to learn about the fascinating, mysterious world beneath your feet. 

https://t.uga.edu/7ve
https://t.uga.edu/7vh
https://t.uga.edu/6wn
http://www.botgarden.uga.edu/
https://t.uga.edu/7vk


Spring Wildflowers of Upland Deciduous Forests of Georgia 
Saturday, Mar. 21 
9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Melanie Flood, special project botanist, North Carolina Natural Heritage Program 
State Botanical Garden Visitor Center, Adult Classroom 
https://t.uga.edu/7zp 

The cool, moist forests of the Piedmont’s ravines and slopes support a wealth of spring wildflowers. Students will learn the 
botanical terminology to identify and describe plants and will learn a variety of tools to identify spring-blooming plants. We will 
then visit the Dunson Native Flora Garden and learn a number of spring ephemerals and other early-blooming plants. 

Spring Wildflowers of the Granite Outcrops of Georgia 
Wednesday, Apr. 1 
9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Robby Astrove, preserve manager, Davidson-Arabia Mountain Nature Preserve 
Davidson-Arabia Mountain Nature Preserve, Stonecrest, GA 
https://t.uga.edu/9yv 

Georgia is home to 90% of the Southeastern Piedmont’s granite outcrops, one of the most endangered and botanically 
interesting natural communities in the US. Students will be introduced to the ecology, habitats, and plant communities of the 
granite outcrop ecosystem during an interpretive hike. As the mountain wakes up from a long, cold winter, we will celebrate 
spring wildflowers on the outcrop and learn more about their life histories, adaptations, and resiliency as they survive and thrive 
in this challenging yet beautiful place. This will be an entirely field-based course on a multi-hour hike. Please note that this 
course is located outside of the Athens area. 

Entomology for Gardeners: Identifying & Understanding Common Backyard Arthropods 
Saturday, Apr. 18 
9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Scott Clem, PhD, assistant professor, Illinois State University 
Virtual program 
https://t.uga.edu/9ze 

In this course, you will learn how to identify common arthropods (i.e., insects and arachnids) that are commonly encountered 
in Georgia gardens. This class will equip you with the necessary knowledge and tools for distinguishing beneficial insects from 
those which are potentially harmful to the local ecosystem. As a participant in this course, you will also learn about common 
invasive and introduced arthropods as well as simple methods for improving arthropod biodiversity. Please note that this 
course also provides credit for the Plants & Pollinators Specialization. 

Ethnobotany of Native Plants: Through the Eyes of Native Americans 
Thursday, May 7 
9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Mark Warren, author and owner, Medicine Bow Wilderness School 
Medicine Bow Wilderness School, Dahlonega, GA 
https://t.uga.edu/8wz 

This workshop will provide an ethnobotanical journey through a Southern Appalachian forest and field site to discover the gifts 
of nature that allowed the Native American society to flourish in this region. To understand that the forest offered everything 
that the Native Americans needed is to grasp the essence of precontact Native American life and at the same time truly 
appreciate the individual parts of nature. Participants will explore the crafts and lore of Native American life, including their use 
of wild plants for foods, medicines, repellents and everyday tools. These resources and cultural practices still exist today and 
continue to be useful to those who follow in the footsteps of the first inhabitants of Katuah, the land we now call Southern 
Appalachia. Class time will be spent mostly outdoors, so come prepared for the weather that day. Please note that this course 
is located outside of the Athens area. 

https://t.uga.edu/7zp
https://t.uga.edu/9yv
https://t.uga.edu/9ze
https://t.uga.edu/8wz


Native Ferns of North Georgia 
Saturday, May 9 
9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Connie Gray, native plant specialist, Georgia Native Plant Society – Athens Chapter 
State Botanical Garden Visitor Center, Adult Classroom 
https://t.uga.edu/9AC 

This course will focus on the most common and garden-worthy ferns typically found in the Piedmont and mountain regions of 
Georgia. We will begin with an introduction to the biology and morphology of ferns, especially those features that will help you 
identify the different species. We will also look at and compare the habitats where these ferns are found. We will examine each 
species through a presentation, some actual examples in pots, and an outdoor venture to see many of these plants in person 
in the Dunson Native Flora Garden. Following the field time, we will examine samples under magnification when we come back 
indoors. The primary focus of the course is to learn to recognize and appreciate these beautiful and fascinating native plants 
and to encourage participants to include them in their gardens. There will be some discussion of invasive non-native ferns as 
well. 

Introduction to Graminoid ID 
Saturday, May 30 
9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Melanie Flood, special project botanist, North Carolina Natural Heritage Program 
State Botanical Garden Visitor Center, Adult Classroom 
https://t.uga.edu/9Az 

The term “graminoids” refers to three types of monocots - the grasses, sedges, and rushes. In this course, students will learn 
the basic morphological differences between graminoids, as well as how to identify some larger genera within each family. The 
class will begin inside to learn some background on the families and look at some plant specimens up close and personal under 
a microscope, and then we will take our newfound knowledge outside to the trails of the State Botanical Garden to look at these 
differences among living plants. 

Our Native Pollinators 
Friday, June 5 
9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Becky Griffin, UGA pollinator health associate 
Georgia Mountain Research and Education Center, Blairsville, GA 
https://t.uga.edu/7vG 

This class will explore the be(e)autiful world of our native bees, butterflies, wasps, flies and other insect pollinators. We will 
dive into the biology of why these insects are so important in our ecosystem with hands-on activities. We will also end our time 
together with a tour of the Ethnobotanical Garden to see the insects in action. Please note that this course is located outside 
of the Athens area. 

Carnivorous Plants of the Southeast US 
Saturday, June 6 
9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Will Rogers, research professional II, State Botanical Garden of Georgia 
State Botanical Garden Visitor Center, Adult Classroom 
https://t.uga.edu/6Pb 

If you are amazed by carnivorous plants, you’re in legendary company; the great Charles Darwin shared your passion and 
enthusiasm for them as well. This course will be a dynamic, hands-on experience getting to know various native carnivorous 
species as well as a few others from across the world. Learn about various prey capture techniques, unexpected symbiotic 
relationships, growing requirements, and genetic work conducted here at UGA. There will also be a feeding tutorial, since some 
lucky participants will be going home with a carnivorous plant of their own! 

https://t.uga.edu/9AC
https://t.uga.edu/9Az
https://t.uga.edu/7vG
https://t.uga.edu/6Pb


Advanced Native Ferns of North Georgia 
Saturday, June 13 
9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Connie Gray, native plant specialist, Georgia Native Plant Society – Athens Chapter 
State Botanical Garden Visitor Center, Adult Classroom 
https://t.uga.edu/9AS 

Description to come! 

Insect Pollinators in Our Gardens 
Tuesday, June 16 
9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Paola Barriga, Faculty, academic professional, UGA Department of Plant Biology 
Virtual program 
https://t.uga.edu/6Pd 

This course is designed to allow participants to evaluate plant-insect interactions in gardens from an ecological perspective. 
For instance, we will be focusing on the importance of maintaining plant and insect pollinator diversity and on the ecological 
factors that may influence this outcome. Among the factors that will be discussed in this course are the role of disease and 
pesticides on pollinators’ survival and how these factors could interact with plant species and produce certain outcomes. 
Please note that this course also provides credit for the Plants & Pollinators Specialization. 

Summer Tree Identification 
Saturday, June 27 
8 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
Zach Wood, Georgia Native Seed Network manager, State Botanical Garden of Georgia 
State Botanical Garden Visitor Center, Adult Classroom 
https://t.uga.edu/7vC 

About 200 tree species occur in Georgia’s Piedmont forests and woodlands. In this class, students learn to identify some of the 
most common of these by their leaves, bark, branching patterns, and tree form. Students will learn to use a hand lens and a 
simple dichotomous key for woody plants to identify species. Class time will be divided between classroom exercises and a 
field trip to the woods at the State Botanical Garden. Please note the earlier start time of this course. 

Connect to Protect Leadership Workshop 
Friday, Aug. 14 
9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Heather Alley, conservation horticulturist, State Botanical Garden of Georgia 
Jason Young, director of horticulture and grounds, State Botanical Garden of Georgia 
State Botanical Garden Visitor Center, Adult Classroom 
https://t.uga.edu/6wj 

Join our conservation horticulturist, Heather Alley, and director of horticulture and grounds, Jason Young, for a training 
workshop on the specialized native plant garden program known as Connect to Protect (CtoP). In this class, you will learn the 
Connect to Protect philosophy and master both the educational goals and the gardening for biodiversity methods of this 
program. Educational outcomes of this course will include choosing appropriate native plant species, essential 
maintenance and dynamic curricula to create gorgeous, biodiversity-supporting gardens. Learn the steps it takes to become a 
CtoP leader and an ambassador of gardening for wildlife! Class time will be spent both indoors and outside hiking in the 
garden. Dress for outdoor conditions and a walk around the garden. Please note that this course also provides credit for the 
Plants & Pollinators Specialization. 

https://t.uga.edu/9AS
https://t.uga.edu/6Pd
https://t.uga.edu/7vC
https://t.uga.edu/6wj


Ethnobotany of Native Plants: Through the Eyes of Native Americans 
Thursday, Sept. 3 
9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Mark Warren, author and owner, Medicine Bow Wilderness School 
Medicine Bow Wilderness School, Dahlonega, GA 
https://t.uga.edu/8wz 

This workshop will provide an ethnobotanical journey through a Southern Appalachian forest and field site to discover the gifts 
of nature that allowed the Native American society to flourish in this region. To understand that the forest offered everything 
that the Native Americans needed is to grasp the essence of precontact Native American life and at the same time truly 
appreciate the individual parts of nature. Participants will explore the crafts and lore of Native American life, including their use 
of wild plants for foods, medicines, repellents and everyday tools. These resources and cultural practices still exist today and 
continue to be useful to those who follow in the footsteps of the first inhabitants of Katuah, the land we now call Southern 
Appalachia. Class time will be spent mostly outdoors, so come prepared for the weather that day. Please note that this course 
is located outside of the Athens area. 

Fall Wildflowers of the Georgia Piedmont 
Saturday, Sept. 12 
9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Linda Chafin, botanist 
State Botanical Garden Visitor Center, Adult Classroom 
https://t.uga.edu/79Z 

Our gardens, roadsides, and meadows are aglow with color in the fall. In this class, students will learn to recognize the most 
common fall-blooming wildflowers in the Georgia Piedmont and be introduced to the basic botanical terminology used in 
identifying and describing fall-flowering plants, with an emphasis on plants in the Aster (composite) family. We will then apply 
that knowledge to plants in the field, learning to recognize families, genera, and species based on characteristics readily 
observable in the field. 

Fall Wildflowers of the Granite Outcrops of Georgia 
Friday, Sept. 18 
9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Robby Astrove, preserve manager, Davidson-Arabia Mountain Nature Preserve 
Davidson-Arabia Mountain Nature Preserve, Stonecrest, GA 
https://t.uga.edu/9AV 

Georgia is home to 90% of the Southeastern Piedmont’s granite outcrops, one of the most endangered and botanically 
interesting natural communities in the US. Students will be introduced to the ecology, habitats, and plant communities of the 
granite outcrop ecosystem during an interpretive hike. Yellow daisies and fall wildflowers dominate the outcrops in September, 
and we’ll take in the grand showing as we celebrate fall’s wildflowers on the outcrop. We will discuss and observe much about 
their life histories, adaptations, and resiliency to survive on the rock. This will be an entirely field-based course on a multi-hour 
hike. Please note that this course is located outside of the Athens area. 

https://t.uga.edu/8wz
https://t.uga.edu/79Z
https://t.uga.edu/9AV


Monarchs & Beyond: Pollinator Stewardship 
Saturday, Sept. 19 
9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Susan Meyers, monarch watch conservation specialist, Monarchs Across Georgia, Environmental Education Alliance 
State Botanical Garden Visitor Center, Adult Classroom 
https://t.uga.edu/6g4 

This class will take an in-depth look at the biology and ecology of the monarch butterfly in North America, its migration, species 
status assessment, and conservation efforts. With an overall 90 percent population decline in the past 20 years, the monarch 
has become the poster child for pollinators and the subject of much research, monitoring and educational endeavors. 
Participants will utilize habitat assessment tools, practice a variety of community science projects, and plan their own 
pollinator enhancement activities to become pollinator stewards. Class time will be spent both indoors and outside hiking in 
the garden. Please note that this course also provides credit for the Plants & Pollinators Specialization. 

Between the Tides: Salt Marsh Plant Ecology 
Saturday, Sept. 26 
9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Shannon Matzke, marine educator & public program coordinator, UGA Marine Extension and Georgia Sea Grant 
UGA Marine Education Center and Aquarium, Savannah, GA 
https://tinyurl.com/2sh78n8w 

This course introduces participants to the plants that define the salt marsh, their unique adaptions, and the ecological forces 
that shape this productive habitat. After a classroom overview of salt marsh formation, zonation, species diversity and 
conservation challenges, we will walk through the maritime forest to the salt marsh to observe plant communities up close. 
Along the way, we'll practice plant identification, investigate ecological relationships and discover how coastal plants have 
supported both wildlife and human communities over time. Please note that this course is located outside of the Athens 
area. 

Plants We Love to Hate: Identifying and Controlling Non-native Invasive Pest Plants 
Saturday, Oct. 3 
9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Gary Crider, invasive plant control specialist 
State Botanical Garden Visitor Center, Adult Classroom 
https://t.uga.edu/6g5 

This workshop is an introduction to identification and control of invasive, non-native pest plants. Students will learn about the 
major “offenders” in the Georgia Piedmont and how these plants cause ecological harm to native plant communities and 
wildlife. The class will also focus on habitat restoration through management and control of invasive plants. A variety of control 
methods will be outlined, including description of tools, techniques, and detailed strategies for some of the high-priority 
species. The lecture portion of this course will be until 12:30 p.m., followed by a break and optional outdoor field study. 

Fungal Ecology and Diversity: The Fascinating World of Fungi 
Saturday, Oct. 10 
9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Sam Landes, Treasurer, Mushroom Club of Georgia 
Cornelia Cho, President, Mushroom Club of Georgia 
State Botanical Garden Visitor Center, Adult Classroom 
https://t.uga.edu/8Cn 

Description to come! 

https://t.uga.edu/6g4
https://tinyurl.com/2sh78n8w
https://t.uga.edu/6g5
https://t.uga.edu/8Cn


Warm-Season Grasses of the Georgia Piedmont 
Saturday, Oct. 17 
9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Zach Wood, Georgia Native Seed Network manager, State Botanical Garden of Georgia 
State Botanical Garden Visitor Center, Adult Classroom 
https://t.uga.edu/7a1 

Grasses are the most economically and ecologically important plant family, but most of us know very little about them and 
fewer still know how to identify grasses. In this class, we will learn to recognize common fall-flowering grass species of the 
Georgia Piedmont. During the first half of the class, we will dissect grass plants to learn the basic structures that are useful for 
identification in the field. The last two hours of the class will be spent in the field examining a variety of native and exotic grasses. 
Be sure to bring a hand lens if you have one. 

Grow Your Own Prairie in North Georgia 
Saturday, Oct. 24 
9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Karin Hicks, Georgia master gardener and master naturalist 
State Botanical Garden Visitor Center, Adult Classroom 
https://t.uga.edu/6gf 

Prairies, meadows, savannas and woodlands were once an integral part of Georgia’s piedmont and mountain ecoregions. These 
habitats have nearly disappeared, but are now being restored and re-created by gardeners, ecologists and landscapers. This 
class will teach you the basics of creating a prairie on your property, including site analysis, species selection and habitat 
management. Class time will be divided between classroom lecture and a field trip to the prairie at the State Botanical Garden. 
Karin will share her experience cultivating and managing 10 acres of meadow, forest and natural garden in North Georgia, where 
she encourages wildlife to come and live. Please note that this course also provides credit for the Plants & Pollinators 
Specialization. 

Invasive Plant Control Strategies, Techniques, Tips, Tricks and Tools! 
Saturday, Nov. 14 
9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Gary Crider, invasive plant control specialist 
Virtual program 
https://t.uga.edu/9B4 

This class will detail safe, practical and effective control methods for three critical species: Japanese Stiltgrass, English Ivy and 
Chinese Privet.   With the right strategies, tools and techniques, these invasive plants can be brought under control, reducing 
their impacts and improving the ecological function of affected sites. Other problematic species will also be discussed, 
including Japanese Knotweed, Callery Pear, Kudzu and Japanese Chaff Flower. 

https://t.uga.edu/7a1
https://t.uga.edu/6gf
https://t.uga.edu/9B4



